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ful, large numbers of the full-grown worms will be passed in the hog lot and on the floor of the hog house. These worms, together with the manure from the hogs, contain literally billions of eggs. The bodies of the worms are soon crushed in the soil and millions of eggs are liberated from each female. These eventually become mixed with the soil of the lot. When the eggs are first passed from the hog, they are not dangerous because they have not gone through a period of incubation. It is well to remember that all eggs must be incubated before they can reproduce again. After a few weeks of warm weather and moisture, the eggs incubate in the mud and develop into another stage in which there is a tiny worm inside the capsule or covering of the egg. The eggs are now able to infect another pig when taken into the intestines by way of the mouth. At this stage the eggs may live long periods and even survive a very severe winter. Most chemical disinfectants have little or no effect on them, so that the usual practice of disinfecting a hog lot to prevent worms is worthless. There are records of the eggs remaining alive for several years, Scalding water will kill them quickly, but this would not be practical as a means of hog-lot disinfection.
In the early winter months the ground about the hog houses freezes and the herd goes into winter quarters. In the spring when the little pigs are farrowed they are often allowed to go out into the old lot on the first pleasant day. If the weather is warm the lot is likely to be very muddy and pools of water contain thousands of partially developed worm eggs waiting to be taken in by the young pigs. In rooting and drinking the little pigs swallow innumerable eggs which are carried on down into the intestines. Here the shell is dissolved from the eggs and the worms are liberated. The small worms do not stay here long, but leave the intestine, burrow into the intestinal wall, and enter a bloodvessel. From here they pass through the liver and eventually reach the lungs. The worms develop still further in the lungs and after several days crawl up the windpipe and